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Although delayed somewhat by frozen limbs, busted waterpipes, and general 
procrastination. The Videophile's Newletter lives! Some of you who do not 
live in the semi-tropics (?) may laugh, but we down home folks just plain 
are not used to temperatures down around 12", snow on the ground, and all 
the accompanying displeasures. 

I have decided to commit myself to at least five more issues of this modest 
venture. Details regarding the increased tab are to be found within. It will 
be my intention to make TVN as worthy a product as my time and resources 
will permit, and will endeavor to attract as many serious new readers as I 
can. In other words you will be seeing advertisements in various places. If 
possible (and especially if it is well received] photographs, cartoons, 

do this just to fill up space, but rather will include only those things 
that would seem to be of genuine interest. In order to do these things it 
is necessary to switch to a bimonthly schedule, ... at least for two or three 
issues. The demands on my time are especially heavy from now until the first 
week in June, so frankly there is no other choice. The many letters and 
phone calls I have received are most encouraging. I hope that each of you 
will stay aboard. I know that there are many of you to whom I owe a response 
of some sort, and I will try my best to do so in the following space: 




The Videophile T s Newsletter is supported, in part, by a grant from the land of Cotton 
Center for the Preservation of Popular Culture (old times there are not forgotten) and is 
published intermittently at 2014 S. Magnolia Drive, Tallahassee, Florida 32301. Entire 
contents copyright 1577 by Jim love. Send checks and bequests to him. All rights reserved. 
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clubs, you may want to take 
advantage of the offer at 
left. I have not yet received 

the work is incredibly 
complete. An excerpt from 
Marc Wielage ' s mini -review: 
"A fine, we 11 -put -together 
hook; lousy layout and 
typography, but lotsa good 
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another avid reader) I would 
appreciate your passing it on 
Also would enjoy hearing 
about anyone else's experi- 
ences with the Sony survey 
of Betamax ' 



FLASH! The most confounding problem to confront the oft frustrated 

Betamax hobbyist has been solved. Back in TVN #1, when I knew even 
less about what is going on than I do now, I complained and wondered about 
the mysterious "purple snow" that was messing up the recording of black and 
white programs. Since then we have learned the cause of this maddening 
phenomena, which is invisible (or nearly so) in the original hroadcast but 
which plagues us on the taped replay, and now we have the solution. My 
faithful contact in Kansas City writes as follows: " When you're recording 
a BSW prognn, release the AFT button on the front of the Betamax and use the 
fine tuning knob on the channel selector to tune the color signal out ... 
just turn it enough so that you get a good BfcW picture and good sound. It 
works fine. This way no matter what they do at the T.V. station, you get no 
color on your tape." I have tried it, and it works. In fact I didn't do 
anything except release the AFT button. Will experiment some more, but didn't 
want to delay any longer in passing along this valuable tip to you. This 
would even eliminate the slight color flashes associated with commercials 
in an otherwise clean signal. Simplicity itself. 
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but the latest, and the one I prefer to 
believe, is that the unit will be shown 
to dealers soon after the NAVA exposition 
held in Anaheim, California Jan. 15-18. 
The recorder/player model will go for 
$1445 and will include twin tuners, audio 
dubbing, VTJ meters, audio/video input/out- 
put jacks, headset jack and camera input. 
There will also be a "player only" model 
at 51150 nationally advertised list. For 
those of you who have been waiting, this 
may be what you have been waiting fori! 
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ITEM; in a full page "Open Letter to the Ei 
says: "We at Sony do not condone pin 
purposes. Rather, we have pioneered in the 
tu.i ::i:n:r.t industry and the consuming public 
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.nment Industry" at 
exploitation for c 
field to benefit t 
* Hear, Hear !! 



Ann Arbor Cable's X-Rated Lure 

Ann Arbor, Mich., Dec. 21 




ITEM: Comprehensive Video Supply 

Corporation , Northvale, N.J. 
07647, in the small print of their 
current catalog says: "Call or write 
for quotations on shipping cases for 
BETAMAX Cassettes. Someone told me 
that they are waiting until there 
is sufficient demand before actually 
making up a supply of these mailers. 
I know that I could sure use 'em! 
Their phone: 800-526-0242 toll free. 
That would be for orders or serious 



(201) 



I for i 



'67-7990. 



Jim ... if you haven't heard f: 

ITEM: Before the next issue of 
tape should be available 
anticipate being able to 
when bought in large quantitie! 
comparable to Sony's own brand 
currently purchases 
from you. ~ 



I reaches your eager palms, a new BETAMAX 
im the 3M company ("Scotch" brand). I 
; an attractive price on these, especially 
: have been told that the quality will be 
i ... if you are a serious tapester who 
; every month or two (or would like to), let 
I will put together a tape co-op of sorts 
• of 



Contributions to the VIDEO ME&5 portion of this newsletter are always most welcare. For 
those who do something beyond the call of duty, I will always try to respond in kind. 



Q. and A, ! The same folks (namely Marc Wielage and Joe Mazzinil keep 
coming up with the answers to our questions. And so ... 
Question #5. As to whether it is possible for an individual 

to build a ground receiving station capable of intercepting the Home Box 

Office satellite signal. 
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_ \s 3 matter of fact you can, but you would need 
information concerning the scrambler for information. This is 
secret. Every set hooked up to cable that can receive HBO 
ntfeds a discriminator to clean up the mess that comes over the 
cable. It is diliberately distorted so that you can't receive it, 
They say that for $200 you can build satellite receiving equipment 
including dishes, but to unscramble the picture would be something 
else. Apparently in "Colorado and Tennessee they are doing this \J 
now with a government ijrant for educational stuff. They y' 
are doizig it in India too. It opens a whole world for us. f 
If you've interested I can do an article on it. Telev 
did a whole issue on the topic. ____ 



range guys. Jim Gibbon sent me a clipping that shows a 
[ish just built by a cable system near New Orleans that is 
and set them back 5100,000. Of course this was built to 

seems to me that the problem of unscram- 
ie signal from the air to the ground is 
added on the ground before it is piped 
Id be no problem. Still, the whole thing 
the layman. Perhaps some enterprising know- 
or plans some day. 
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out over the cable, there wot 
obviously is impracticle for 
it-all will market a kit and/ 
Question #6. As to the recording and playback of foreign made tapes, the 
good ole U.S. is on the same system as Canada, Mexico and Japan, so these 
areas are compatible. But, all other areas are on one of two (or three?] 
other systems, and apparently tapes from these areas would not translate 
into a recognizable image on our screens. Can anyone confirm this? 
Question #7. My question re: taping "blank space" on a used tape was not 
entirely clear. Most responses said: "Why don't you just use a bulk tape 
eraser?" Here's the thing ... suppose I have taped a half hour on a one 
hour tape and didn't jump up fast enough to cut off the machine before a 
commercial starts. Now I want to tape another half hour, but I don't want 
the unsightly piece of a commercial between them. How do I get rid of it? 
It seems that with the unmodified Betamax deck this is impossible. (?] 



Joe Mazzini suggests that it is a si 
ing the input to "line" (when no cam 
rather than "TV" , but, of course, tr. 
feature. As to the "modified" unit, 
(who can be reached at: 
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by e 
plugged in) 
Betamax deck does not have this 
■ell ... let's hear from Marc ... 



your tape have that "professional" 
irn. etc) If anyone's crazy e 



i tape two different channels 



ITEM: have you noticed how populai 

5th prize in the Publishers Cleari 
Book Digest Sweepstakes, and 2nd j 



! BETAMAX has become a: 
i flyers which proclaim the unit as 
louse giveaway, 3rd prize in the 
i in the Playboy Book Club promotion. 



FLASH!! The current issue of videography states that the Japanese govei 
ment has now requested the Electronics Industry Association of 
Japan (EIAJ) to standardize a format for home videocassette recorders 
area now plauged by incompatibility. [They're tellfng us!] 




.- PBOJECTION TV: The promised write up on the 

new projection system TV sets has 
gotten squeezed down somewhat, but I think that 
you can read about them in other commonly avail- 
able publications. To tide you over, I offer the 
following. At the left is a diagram of the Sony 
system, and it is essentially the same as mine 
(the munte home theatre) and most of the other 
less expensive models. Really nothing more than 
an ordinary TV set, modified a little, a box to 
collect the light from the screen, a lens and 
a reflecting mirror. The image is then bounced 
up onto a screen that is similar in texture to 
a home movie screen. The main drawback is that 
a good deal of brightness is lost in the process, 
and nearly all of these type sets can be seen 
to their best advantage only in a dim lit room. 
The other, and more expensive by far, system is 
that put out by Advent and others which uses 3 
separate color "guns" to actually project and 
form the picture for the first time on the screer 
The drawback to these is that a separate unit 
sitting some 6 to 8 feet in front of the screen 
much be in the exact position to properly pro- 
ject the image on the screen. The following is 
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1Y_ THANKS DEPT . : The- several logos that you will find throughout this 
issue (and those to come also, I rather suspectj are 
; to the efforts of the young Ms. Sharon Wright, who also puts up with a 



KEEPERS OF THE LIGHT [Postscript! 



Back in TVH #3, I rambled on about how it would be a good idea to 
preserve examples of some of the more common, everyday, shows that in 
years to come may be looked back upon with a degree of fondness. The 
response was somewhat mixed, with some saving t^ssfintially what I already 
know, ie. that it would be too expensive. Well ... that, of course, is 
an individual decision. But some of your comments were of particular 
interest and have spurred me to consideration of further angles to the 
thing. An Orlando supporter writes: "I too am hopeless ly a fan and although 
there are certain films that I'd like to add to my collection, there are 
certain live shows that are never to be seen again ... except for us 
Betaraax people. ... For example, I stayed up until 5 am along with Barbara 
Walters and Harry Reasoner to record the highlights of election night. 
You know that this is something that won't be repeated. I condensed the 
whole business down to an hour and still was able to catch early returns, 
both speeches and their respective half hour 'last pitch' shows from the 
night before. ... When I tape condensed versions, I leave on opening and 
end credits and tape the piece I want, minus commercials, in the middle. 
It makes for a nice half-hour show." 

Then there was the following from my main man in Southern California: 
Your thoughts on preserving Me and the Chimp , My Mother 
the Car and Car kj, Where Are You? are interesting, but I think 
it should be done under government grant, by some University. 
Who has that Kind of money to invest in the amusement of posterity? 
In fact, I believe that this is actually being done, though whether 
the effort extends to sit-coms and talk shows is questionable. 
Vanderbilt University is engaged in a program to preserve all TV 
newscasts, of a national nature, Joe Mazzini speaks of a couple of 
places that are active in this field. My own thought on this is 
that perhaps the preservation of selected commercials might KBX be 
more regarding (and less expensive) on the personal level, k lot 
of money and technical know-how go into the production of these 
two=minute masterpieces. I am thinking now of things like the 
Marlboro series, the American Beauty Soup musical production 
number, some hair preparations, not to mention the current and 
fascSnating "it makes me feel like I'm not wearin' NOTKIN' ■ A 
reel or two of these might be of greater value in 2076 than ever 
so many episodes of The Mothers In Law. Also, many feature 
stars of the recent oast, some of them almost unrecognizable, but 
others (like Karl Maiden) in current series. Peter Sellers did 
some British Airways things that fans of his might want, and Bar- 
Bara Eden has done a couple of Lipton's Iced Tea things which I 
was not prepared to catch on tape. Anyway, it's a thought, and 
an economical one at that. Needless to say, it would not include 
Sellin 1 Sam slammin" the fenders on a 57 Chewie. Some things are 
best buried and forgotten. Some Eastern commercials do not find 
their way West, and vice versa. Watching the commercial parade 
with this thought in mind, it is easy to sort out the candidates 
for immortality and oblivion. The immortals won't strain your 
tape budget, believe itl Remember Coke's 'I Want To Teach The 
World To Sing' . It would be nice to see and hear it again, 

My initial response to this was one of interest, but also bewilderment ... 

how in the heck are you going to know when to jump up and record a great 

commercial that is apt to pop up unexpectedly before you know what is 



going on. Still ... the idea wouldn't go away. I had long been aware 
that some of the better commercials are shown only in certain regions, 
so when the aforementioned gentlemen notified me that there is a great 
commercial out his way which features mini-skirted flight attendendants 
bending over to pick things up, I realized that he was on to something. 
To make a long story just a little shorter, I now propose for your con- 
sideration and enjoyment the following suggestions for preserving today'E 
popular culture without tying up hours of tape. For starters — 
talking now about the 10-" 
tape after an hour (minU3 cor 
intending to keep is already on the tape. 

1. Despite my initial misgivings, I now find that it is a relatively 
simple matter to amass a collection of commercials. It's hit and miss, of 
course, but surprisingly successful just the same. Just take a show that 
you plan to watch, but not tape, and have your Betamax set up in the same 
manner as described in "How To Edit Out Commercials as You Go" ( TVN tt 4) , 
only this time it's; How To Edit Out All The Rest Of. The Show As You Go. 
It's usually easy to tell when a commercial break is coming up, so just 

be ready, release the pause switch and watch. After a few seconds, you can 
tell if it is something you want. If so, let it run. If not, stop and 
rewind [having set the counter on 000 and the memory switch to "on" before 
you startedl . The remaining length of an unwanted commercial gives you 
just enough time to rewind to the memory stop, play up to the end of the 
previously kept material and set up for the next commercial. Of course, 
the whole procedure is such that you have to have a desire to do it at all, 
but it is quite simple really. By the way, it does require that the show 
be watched on channel 3 or 4 (whichever) with the record key depressed. 

if you want pain reliever type commercials ("it doesn't cramp my style.") 
the evening news is a treasure trove for this sort of thing. 

2. Another rewarding (and somewhat more predictible endeavor) would be 
to put together a series of program introductory credits and theme music. 
Maybe you can't afford to devote a half-hour to a copy of Greenacres , but 
you sure could have the opening, as well as those of a number of other 
shows with regard to which the opening may well be the most memorable 
portion anyway, strung together in that 10-12 minute space on the end. Why, 
just the other night I added to my collection the Mission: Impossible intra, 
and from the first season (sans Peter Graves) yet! 

I hasten to add that there is little livelihood of successfully doing all 
this unless you follow the procedure set forth in the "lead~me-by-the-hand" 
type instructions in TVN #4. Also it is essential that you reset the counter 
to 000 at the end of each commercial to be kept. Otherwise you will probably 
not be able to rewind to the proper place in time to get set up again. 
These little collections make great viewing as short subjects whenever you 
are having the gang over for a film, and the suspense of not knowing when 
a great one is coming up really adds to the satisfaction of capturing it. 
You will feel like leaning back and saying: "Pop, pop, fizz, fizz, ... oh, 
what a relief it is 1 " (or perhaps: "What kind of a damn fool is this guy?") 
**********************•*****************************************************' 

to the "Night stalker" series with Darin 
please get in touch with Kerry Wolfe, 

Kerry has access to the South Georgia 
listings mentioned in TVN #3 as well as to Atlanta Home Theatre pay cable. 
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ngers on. So ... I herei 
the next 5 issues of TVN via FIRST CLftSS MAIL for tl 

meat in it. [Huh?]) The less avid may receive these 
THIRD CLASS MAIL for a more modest $5.00. First Cla£ 
possible personal messages, will receive any insert: 
supply, will possibly get envelopes, and can expect 
generally. Individual sample copies are $2.00 and wj 
I feel like at the moment. These rates apply in the 
Canada, and Mexico. Overseas rates available on reqi 
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ailable just now. It is yours for $2.00, 
of this issue. Reprints of others may bet 
the future. We'll see. 



BACK ISSUES : Only #4 i 
available 

ADVERTISEMENT S : Still the same as before: . 
Camera Ready Copy Only ; 

A full page (8" x 10") for $5.00 A half page (8" x 5" 

A quarter page (8" x 2 1/2"! for $2.00 
These will appear same size as submitted. For best results type 
regular paper, just like the page you are reading. 
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accept ads already printed up in a couple of hundred copies. 

Mini-Ads : Four lines for $1.00. I'll type them for you, but I must 

impose a maximum of 12 lines on these. Judge by the lines c 
this page how many words there are to a line, 
ads for copyrighted material for sale will be accepted. Trades are 0. 



:erflis 



.early all ( 
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iCluded. 



Coming up NEXT ISSUE: T he first issue of the BOLD NEW Videophile 1 s Newslettei 
it may even have a name change. The issue will include the feature on Amos 
and Andy (promised this time, but bumped by all the news), the plan for the 
tape buyers' co-op ... and all the other stuff you have 

All the best,. 



